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Several high-ranking members of the Communist Party of Iraq have left Baghdad
(date unspecified). Sharif al-Shaykhl has gon s to Basra, and Muhsin'All al-Ayyub
has gone to Amara vie Basra. 'Umar 'Abdulleh,” Razzug Tallu, and Salih

Bahr al- ‘Wlum3 have left Baghdad for varioue (unknown) places.

There are -bwo reasons for this exodus from Beghded.:

a, To atudy the Party's organization and strength in order t¢ d.e'bermine
its ability to act* in the event that martial lew is suspended. The
Party expects an early end to martial law because the causes which
brought ‘it into force have been removed, and because the people, the
press, and the leftist elements in Parlia.ment are all pressing for
its te:r’menat:Lon° -

b. Party leadéers are expecting to be tried, in absentia ,for"ﬂiéii‘ participetion
in the Baghdad ricts of November 1952.5 They are awslting the results
of the trials in order to determine whether thelr sentences will be light
or heavy. Inforiiant states that, if the sentences are hea.‘vg the Party
leaders will set up & "gpecial. program" ‘for future action

Kazim Jawed Kezim has been given primary responsibility for ?arty organization
in Baghdad during the temporary absence of Party leaders. StiIl in Baghdad
are the orgenizers of branches and cells apd leading members Of Fiont groups
such as théd:nion of Youth and the Union of Students. The press which prints
the al-@a*ida and the- a}n-‘Sha.'b&b papers will continue to function, receiving
material for printing by wey of secret Party letters.
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25X1 | |Comment5 :
2, | 1Abau1ieh was
25X1 in Kirkuk, having become the TResponbible” for the Kurdish Branch
of the Traqli Communist Party.:
Baha-al~Din Nuri was also in Qorthern Iraq’ supervising Party
25X1 work among the Kurds. ‘

3. Presumably Muhsmmad Salih thr al-'Ulum, although there is &
Balih Bahr al-'Ulum who is 4 1p,wyer end & member of the '"Umma Socilalist
Party. .

25X1 4. |the wow. "sct" may mean anything from &
. propaganda cgmpaign to a.nother series Qf riots such as those which
" took place in November 195%.

25X1

6. The "specilal progra.m“ mey well be & pirogra.m of organizetion rather .
than one of mpétidn. If Pe,rty leaders aye foreéd to remain in hiding
in the Liwag, a coneider&'bla ambunt of organizationa.l reshaping will
become neceasa.ry.
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